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MINUTES 

OF    THE 

SECOND    CONVENTION 

OF    TIIE 

EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  SYNOD 

19S8610 

NORTHERN    INDIANA. 


Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  members  composing  this  body  met  in  the 
First  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  at  Albion,  Ind.,  on  the  morning  of  the 
third  Thursday  of  September,  1856. 

FIRST  SYNODICAL  SESSION. 

Thursday,  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  September  18,  1856. 

Opened  -with  prayer  by  the  President. 
The  roll  was  now  called,  and  the  absentees  were  marked. 
The  Lay  Delegates  presented  their  certificates  of  appointment,  and  were 
received  as  members  of  Synod. 

The  following  is  a  catalogue  of  the  members  of  this  body : 
Ordained  Ministers.  Post  Office  Address. 

Rev.  D.  Smith,  Camden,  Carroll  county,  Ind. 

Rev.  H.  Wells,  Columbia  City,  Ind. 

Rev.  F.  Templin,*  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Rev.  J.  Wolff,  Coesse,  Whitley  county,  Ind. 

Rev.  J.  Cather,*  Norristown,  De  Kalb  county,  Ind. 

Rev.  G.  Walker,  "  "  » 

Rev.  W.  Waltmax,  Spencerville,  De  Kalb  county,  Ind. 

*  Absent  and  excused. 


Ordained  Ministers.  Post  Office  Address. 

Rev.  K.  F.  Delo,  Lisbon,  Noble  county,  Ind. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Scherer,  Sharpsviile,  Tipton  county,  Ind. 

Licentiates. 
Key.  J.  G.  Biddle,  Syracuse,  Kosciusko  county,  Ind. 

Eev.  C.  Caskey,  East  Liberty,  Allen  county,  Ind. 

Rev.  B.  F.  HiLLS,f  La  Grange,  La  Grange  county,  Ind. 

Rev.  J.  MiLLER,f  Columbia  City,  Ind. 

Lay  Delegates. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Plank,  of  Rev.  D.  Smith's  charge. 
Mr.  H.  Snyder,  of  Rev.  H.  Wells'  charge. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Bruner,  of  Rev.  R.  F.  Delo's  charge. 
Mr.  D.  Martin,  of  Rev.  C.  Caskey's  charge. 
Mr.  B.  F.  Hills,  of  Rev.  J.  G.  Biddle's  charge. 
The  President  then  read  the  following  annual  report : 

PRESIDENT'S    REPORT: 

Brethren  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Northern  Indiana : 

Again,  in  the  providence  of  God,  we  are  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
transacting  such  business  as  may  be  properly  brought  before  us,  and 
uniting  our  councils,  praise  and  prayers,  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salva- 
tion of  men.  While  here  assembled,  may  we  enjoy  communion  with  God 
and  uninterrupted  fellowship  with  each  other,  and  blend  the  wisdom  of  ser- 
pents with  the  harmlessness  of  doves  in  the  dispatch  of  the  business,  dis- 
cussions and  deliberations  of  our  infant  Synod. 

Brethren,  let  us  be  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  has  spared  our 
lives  through  this,  our  first  Synodical  year,  and  permitted  us  to  meet  and 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  this,  our  second  Convention. 

Let  our  transactions  be  done  with  godly  fear  and  brotherly  kindness. 
Although  the  year  has  not  been  remarkable  for  revivals  of  religion  in  our 
bounds,  yet  the  Lord  has  favored  a  few  of  our  churches  with  refreshing 
showers  of  converting  grace.  In  the  Albion  charge  there  has  been  two 
revivals,  in  which  there  were  some  forty  hopeful  conversions.  In  other 
charges  there  has  been  an  encouraging  increase  in  the  membership,  and  we 
hope  in  benevolence  and  piety.  Several  church  edifices  have  been  com- 
pleted and  dedicated  in  our  bounds  this  year,  and  also  several  churches  or- 
ganized. 

Allow  me  to  recommend  Wartburg  Seminary,  and  its  efficient  Principals, 
Rev.  J.  Wolff  and  Prof.  A.  J.  Douglas,  to  the  favorable  regard,  sympathy 
and  co-operation  of  your  honorable  body. 

Also,  that  you  devise  some  plan  by  which  vacant  churches  in  our  bounds 
may  not  be  left  entirely  destitute  of  preaching. 

My  term  of  office  having  expired,  you  will  now  proceed  to  elect  your 
officers  for  the  next  term. 

Grace  be  with  you  all — Amen. 

H.  WELLS,  President. 

The  above  report  was  received,  and  referred  to  Committee  No.  1,  con- 
sisting of  Brethren  Smith,  Delo  and  Plank. 

t  Licensed  this  session. 


The  Synod  then  went  into  an  election  for  officers  to  serve  the  ensuing 
year.   Rev's.  W.  Waltman  and  A.  H.  Scherer  were  appointed  tellers.  They 
reported  the  following  brethren  elected  as  oflicers : 
Rev.  H.  Wells,  President. 
Rev.  G.  Walker,  Secretary. 
Rev.  D.  Smith,  Treasurer. 
On  motion,  Rev.  P.  Locker  was  received  as  Delegate  from  the  Miami 
Synod,  Ohio. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Convention  were  referred  to  Committee  No.  2, 
consisting  of  Brethren  Wollf,  Scherer  and  Snyder. 
Appointment  of  Committees. 
No.  1 — Brethren  Smith,  Delo  and  Plank. 
No.  2 — Brethren  Wolff,  Scherer  and  Snyder. 
No.  3 — Brethren  Waltman,  Biddle  and  Bruner. 
No.  4 — Brethren  Scherer,  Delo  and  Plank. 
No.  5 — Brethren  Delo,  Locker  and  Snyder. 
No.  G — Brethren  Hills,  Delo  and  Waltman. 
No.  7 — Brethren  Delo,  Waltman  and  Scherer. 
No.  8— Brethren  Smith,  Delo  and  Wolff. 
No.  9— Brethren  Smith,  Delo  and  Wolff. 
Documents  designed  for  Synod  were  now  called  for,  and  referred  to 
committees. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o'clock  P.  M. 
Praver  bv  Rev.  D.  Smith. 


SECOND    SESSION. 

Thursday,  2  o'clock  P.  M. 

Opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Wolff. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Hills  was  received  as  Delegate  from  the  Union  charge. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  NO.  1. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  paper  in  their  hands  con- 
tains the  last  official  act  of  the  President  of  this  Synod,  in  which  lie  reports 
his  official  acts,  &c,  during  the  interval  since  our  last  Synodical  meeting, 
in  which  we  find  the  following  items  claiming  the  attention  of  this  body: 

Item  A.  The  Wartburg  Seminarv,  under  the  efficient  care  of  Rev.  J. 
Wolff  and  Prof.  A.  J.  Douglas. 
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Your  committee  recommend  this  Institution  to  the  continued  and  special 
attention  of  Synod,  and  that  we  have  undoubted  confidence  in  its  faithful 
Principal  and  Professor. 

Item  B.  Vacant  congregations  are  recommended  to  the  favorable  notice 
of  this  Synod,  and  we  earnestly  press  this  body  to  do  all  in  its  power  to 
provide  for  the  destitute  churches  in  its  bounds. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  this  part  of  the  President's  report  be 
carefully  considered  when  the  subject  of  vacant  congregations  is  brought 
before  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  we  feel  devoutly  grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  tokens 
of  his  Divine  approbation  upon  the  labors  of  his  ministers  during  the  past 
Synodical  year,  as  well  as  the  inestimable  blessing  of  life  and  health,  which 
we  and  our  churches  have  enjoyed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  SMITH, 
R.  F.  DELO, 
J.  C.  PLANK. 
On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  NO.  5. 

Committee  No.  5  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

The  paper  placed  in  their  hands,  is  the  Constitution  of  the  St.  Peter's 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  Millersburg,  Hamilton  county,  Indiana, 
accompanied  by  a  prayer  of  said  congregation  to  be  received  in  connection 
with  this  Synod. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  that  this  congregation  be  received, 
according  to  its  request.  Signed, 


On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  NO.  3. 


R.  F.  DELO, 
P.  LOCKER, 
H.  SNYDER. 


Committee  No.  3  would  report  that  the  documents  placed  in  their  hands 
are  as  follows : 

No.  1,  Is  the  Minutes  of  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  East  Pennsylvania,  convened  in  Zion's 
Church,  Lebanon,  Lebanon  county,  Pa.,  from  September  21st  to  26th,  1855. 
Its  officers  are — 

Rev.  G.  Parson,  President. 

Rev.  B.  Saettler,  Secretary. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Hutter,  Treasurer. 

Ordained  Ministers 31 

Licentiates 5 

Communicants 6532 

No.  2,  Is  the  Minutes  of  the  Eighth  Convention  of  the  Olive  Branch 
Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  con- 
vened at  Columbus,  Bartholomew  county,  Indiana,  from  October  11th  to 
17th,  1855.     Its  officers  are — 

Rev.  O.  Brown,  President. 

Rev.  D.  S.  Altman,  Secretary. 

Rev.  S.  McReynolds,  Treasurer. 

Ministers 17 

Communicants 1600 

Your  committee  find  nothing  in  these  Minutes  claiming  the  attention  of 


this  body,  but  pray  that  brotherly  love  and  fraternal  feeling!  may  ever  be 
perpetuated  among  us. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  WALTMAN, 
J.  G.  BIDDLE, 
J.  J.  BRUNER. 
On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Bowman  was  received  as  Delegate  from  the  Spencerville 
charge. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  NO.  2. 

Committee  No.  2  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  find  six  items  in  the  Min- 
utes of  the  last  Convention  of  this  Synod,  requiring  the  attention  of  this 
body. 

1st— Page  6.  That  ministers  of  the  Convention  (held  October  27, 1855) 
apply  to  their  respective  Synods  for  an  honorable  dismission,  &c. 

2d — Page  8.  The  recommendation  of  Synod  to  the  Deacons  of  all  the 
churches,  to  settle  with  their  Pastors,  &c. 

3d — Page  8.  Delegates  to  sister  Synods. 

4th — Page  9.  The  committee  appointed  to  visit  "Wartburg  Seminary  and 
report  to  Synod,  &c. 

5th — Page  18.  Pledges  of  ministers  to  Home  Missions. 

Gth — Page  18.  Pledges  of  ministers  to  Education. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  WOLFF, 

A.  H.  SCHERER, 

H.  SNYDER. 

The  first  item  was  approved. 

The  second  item  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  report  of  Deacons 
with  reference  to  Pastoral  support. 

The  third  item  was  approved. 

The  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  items  were  also  approved. 

Report  of  the  Visiting  Committee  to  Wartburg  Seminary. 

Being  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  your  honorable  body  to  visit 
"Wartburg  Seminary,  and  having  complied  with  your  instructions  in  doing 
the  same,  and  also  by  reporting  the  state  of  the  Seminary  through  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran,  I  desire  now  to  complete  the  task  assigned  us,  by  re- 
porting to  your  Convention.  The  teachers  and  students  acquitted  them- 
selves satisfactorily  in  the  public  examinations.  In  addition  to  the  exami- 
nations at  the  close  of  the  sessions,  this  member  of  your  committee  had 
frequent  opportunities  to  visit  the  school,  which  he  believes  was  uniformly 
conducted  with  great  skill  and  efficiency.  Better  order  and  more  regular 
system  cannot  be  found  in  any  school  in  the  West.  All  moved  with  dili- 
gence and  the  regularity  of  clock  work.  The  school  is  every  way  worthy 
of  your  sympathy  and  patronage,  and  your  committee  hopes  that  you  will 
soon  have  one  or  more  beneficiaries  in  that  institution  preparing  for  the 
gospel  ministry.  While  we  pray  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  forth 
more  laborers  into  the  field,  may  we  act  as  consistent  christians,  and  show 
our  faith  by  our  works  as  well  as  by  our  prayers. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  WELLS. 

On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  adopted. 
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Parochial  reports  were  now  called  for,  and  in  part  presented.     See  Ap- 
pendix A. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  on  Friday,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Biddle. 


THIRD    SESSION. 

Friday,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
Opened  with  prayer  by  the  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  session  were  read  and  approved. 
The  balance  of  the  parochial  reports  were  now  handed  in.     See  Appen- 
dix A. 

TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

D.  Smith,  in  account  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Northern 
Indiana. 

October  29th,  1855.  Dr. 

Cash  received  of  Rev.  G.  Walker $5  00 

Cash  received  of  Rev.  H.  Wells 7  00 

Cash  received  of  Rev.  J.  Wolff 1  00 

Cash  received  of  Rev.  F.  Templin 1  00 

Cash  received  of  Rev.  R.  F.  Delo 5  00 

Cash  received  of  Rev.  W.  Waltman 5  00 

Cash  received  of  Rev.  S.  Spyker 5  00 

Cash  received  of  Rev.  D.  Smith , 4  00 

$33  00 
1855.  Cr. 

October  29th.  By  cash  paid  to  order  of  Rev.  H.  Wells,  for  printing  of  the 
Minutes  of  Synod $19  00 

Sept.  18th.  By  cash  to  order  of  Rev.  H.  Wells,  for  postage,  ordina- 
tion and  licentiate  certificates 9   75 

$28   75 

Whole  amount  received $33  00 

Whole  amount  paid  out 28  75 

Balance  in  the  Treasury $4  75 

Respectfully  submitted.  D.  SMITH,  Treasurer. 

On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  referred  to  a  committee. 

REI»ORT  OF  COMMITTEE  NO.  6. 

Your  committee  would  report  that  they  have  examined  the  Treasurer's 
Report,  and  find  it  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted.  B.  F.  HILLS, 

R.  F.  DELO, 
W.  WALTMAN. 
On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  adopted. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  NO.  4. 

Committee  No.  4  report  that  the  documents  placed  in  our  hands  arc  the 
proceedings  of  the  Eighteenth  Convention  of  the  English  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran Synod  and  Ministerium  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  convened  at 
Jefferson,  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  October  5th,  1854.  Also,  a  copy  of  the 
adjournment  session  of  the  same  body,  held  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  April  12th, 
1855  ;  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Convention 
of  said  body,  convened  at  Uniontown,  Ohio,  October  25th,  1855.  The 
officers  of  this  body  are:  Rev.  A.  N.  Bartholomew,  President;  Rev.  H.  M. 
Bicklc,  Secretary,  and  Rev.  John  Rugan,  Treasurer. 

This  Synod,  according  to  its  last  parochial  report,  presents  the  following 
statistics,  viz:  Pastors  15,  congregations  35,  communicants  1,776,  confirma- 
tions 82,  added  by  letter  14,  adult  baptisms  8,  infant  baptisms  208,  deaths 
101,  marriages  45,  Sunday  schools  15;  collected  for  Synod  $43,  for  educa- 
tion $145  36,  for  Missions  $2. 

Your  committee  is  happy  to  learn  that  this  body  has  followed  the  good 
example  of  the  mother  Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  in  uniting  with  the  General 
Synoa  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  that 
success  has  attended  the  labor  of  these  brethren  during  their  last  Synodical 
year.  Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  H.  SCHERER, 
J.  C.  CASKEY, 
R.  F.  DELO. 

On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

VACANCIES. 

1.  North  Manchester;  communicants  100,  salary  $300.  Write  F.  Tem- 
plin,  North  Manchester,  Indiana. 

2.  Fairfield  Center. 

3.  Peru  charge.     Write  Samuel  Keim. 

4.  B race's  Lake  charge.     Write  J.  Stamm. 

Resolved,  That  Synod  recommend  Rev.  P.  Locker,  of  Greenville,  Ohio, 
to  visit  the  Peru  and  Brace's  Lake  charges,  with  a  view  of  taking  charge, 
if  deemed  advisable. 

On  motion,  Rev.  C.  Caskey,  of  the  Massilon  charge,  was  received  as  a 
member  of  this  body,  provided  that  he  present  his  certificate  of  dismission 
hereafter. 

M.  D.  Martin,  Delegate  from  the  Massilon  charge,  was  received. 

MISSIONARY    BUSINESS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  HOME  MISSION  SOCIETY 
OF  THIS  SYNOD. 

Your  committee  have  transacted  but  little  business  during  the  recess  of 
Synod  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  General  Synod,  by  which  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  for  our  Society  to  be  auxiliary  to  theirs,  and 
also  a  promise  upon  our  part  to  raise  at  least  $50  for  Home  Missions  during 
the  present  Synodical  year.         Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  WELLS, 
G.  WALKER, 
D.  SMITH. 
On  motion,  this  report  Avas  received  and  adopted. 
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The  following  resolutions  were  now  passed : 

1.  Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Mission  Treasurer  for  $50, 
balance  due  Rev.  G.  Walker,  from  the  Home  Mission  Society,  for  one 
year's  service,  to  close  December  1st,  1856. 

2.  Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Mission  Treasurer  for  $10, 
for  Rev.  A.  H.  Scherer,  for  services  rendered. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  sustain,  in  part  at  least,  a  Missionary  in 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana,  provided  that  a  suitable  person  and  funds  can  be  pro- 
cured for  said  station. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  this  Synod  recommend  Rev.  D.  Smith 
as  a  suitable  person  to  take  charge  of  the  Ft.  Wayne  mission  enterprise. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we,  as  a  Synod,  have  entire  confidence  in  the  pru- 
dence, zeal  and  fidelity  of  Bro.  Smith,  as  a  Missionary  to  Ft.  Wayne. 

6.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod,  in  connection  with  the  Home  Mission  So- 
ciety of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
United  States,  obligate  itself  to  pay  $200  for  the  support  of  the  Ft.  Wayne 
mission ;  and  that  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  Home  Mission 
Society  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  importance  of  the  field,  the  favorable 
opportunity  of  locating  our  Missionary  at  Ft.  Wayne,  and  urgently  request 
them  to  grant  said  appropriation. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o'clock  P.  M. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  P.  Locker. 


FOURTH    SESSION. 

Friday,  2  o'clock  P.  M. 

Opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Scherer. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  session  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  Mr.  S.  A.  Bowman  was  excused  from  attendance  until  Sat- 
urday, 9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Pledges  were  now  taken  for  Home  Missions.     See  Appendix  B. 

Pledges  were  also  now  taken  for  Education. 

Resolved,  That  Synod  appoint  a  visiting  committee,  to  visit  Wartburg 
Seminary,  Coesse,  Whitley  county,  Indiana,  at  suitable  times,  and  report 
to  Synod  at  its  next  annual  Convention. 

The  following  brethren  were  appointed :  Rev.  H.  Wells,  Rev.  R.  F.  Delo 
and  Rev.  D.  Smith. 

Resolved,  That  if  Mr.  J.  M.  Seidle  is  willing  to  spend  one  year  at  the 
Wartburg  Seminary,  he  shall  receive  any  amount  of  funds  not*  exceeding 
$50,  out  of  the  Education  treasury  of  this  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  we  require  each  beneficiary  who  receives  funds  from  the 
Education  Society  of  this  Synod,  to  give  his  note,  payable  on  demand,  pro- 
vided he  turn  his  attention  at  any  time  to  other  pursuits  in  life. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  C.  Caskey. 
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FIFTH    SESSION. 

Saturday,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
Opened  with  prayer  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Plank. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  session  were  read  and  approved. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  NO.  7. 

The  documents  in  possession  of  your  committee  are:  1st.  Three  certifi- 
cates from  the  Camden  Pastorate,  specifying  that  two  of  the  congregations 
composing  this  charge  have  paid  the  whole  amount  of  their  obligations  to 
Rev.  D.  Smith,  the  Pastor,  and  one  purporting  that  they  have  theirs  in 
part,  and  have  made  arrangements  to  pay  it  in  full.  2d.  Are  several  cer- 
tificates from  the  Wittenburg  charge,  showing  that  thus  far  they  have  com- 
plied with  their  obligations  to  Rev.  G.  Walker,  the  Pastor.  These  are  all 
the  documents  in  the  hands  of  your  committee,  and  hence  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  give  any  further  report. 

Your  committee  would  offer  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  request  the  Deacons  of  all  the  churches  in 
connection  with  this  Synod  to  comply  with  the  resolutions  of  Synod  as  far 
as  practicable.  Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  F.  DELO, 
W.  WALTMAN, 
A.  H.  SCHERER. 
On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

PROMISCUOUS    BUSINESS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  now  passed : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  view  with  horror  the  dreadful  ravages  of 
intemperance,  and  that  we  regard  the  ordinary  use  of,  and  traffic  in  ardent 
spirits,  as  immoral  and  sinful,  and  especially  unbecoming  members  of  the 
christian  church. 

2.  In  view  of  the  meagre  support  which  many  of  our  ministers  receive, 
and  the  distance  which  they  and  their  delegates  have  to  travel  to  Synod ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  churches  within  our  Synodical 
bounds,  to  pay  the  traveling  expenses  of  their  ministers  and  delegates  to 
and  from  Synod. 

This  preamble  and  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Hills,  Lay  Dele- 
gate from  the  Union  charge. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  has  entire  confidence  in  the  orthodoxy  and 
efficiency  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union  and  American  Bible  So- 
ciety, and  that  we  recommend  their  publications  to  our  people. 

4.  Resolved,  That  as  our  church  has  no  Board  of  Publication  properly 
the  property  of  the  whole  church,  that  our  Delegates  to  the  next  General 
Synod  respectfully  but  urgently  do  what  they  can  to  have  the  present 
Board  become  the  property  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran Church  in  the  United  States. 

5.  Resolved,  That  if  any  minister  belonging  to  this  Synod  resigns  his 
charge,  that  the  congregations  of  the  charge  shall  be  required  to  settle  with 
him  before  they  can  lawfully  call  a  successor. 

6.  Whereas,  We  believe  the  Lutheran  Observer  to  be  truly  evangelical 
and  essentially  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  our  Zion ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Ave  recommend  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of  Synod  to  ex- 


12 

ert  all  their  influence  in  obtaining  subscribers  for  the  same,  and  in  intro- 
ducing it  in  every  family  within  our  bounds. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  this  Synod  be  requested  to  present  a 
written  report  of  books  or  authors,  as  reference  and  standard  works  in  pur- 
suing a  systematic  course  of  study  for  licensure  and  ordination. 

8.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  approve  of  the  present  position  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States,  and 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  unite  with  the  same. 

9.  Resolved,  That  400  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  our  Synod  be  published, 
wherever  the  officers  of  Synod  can  get  the  job  done  the  cheapest. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  Synod  express  to  the  citizens  of  Al- 
bion its  gratitude  to  them  for  their  hospitality  and  liberality  to  the  members 
of  this  body  during  their  stay  among  them. 

THE   ELECTION  OF  DELEGATES  TO  THE    GENERAL   SYNOD,  AND  ALSO  TO 
SISTER  SYNODS. 

The  election  of  Delegates  to  the  General  Synod  was  then  entered  into. 
Brethren  Wolff  and  Hills  were  appointed  tellers.  They  reported  as  fol- 
lows :  # 

Clerical.  Lay  Delegates. 

Rev.  H.  Wells,  Mr.  J.  Sayler, 

Eev.  D.  Smith.  Mr.  P.  Bishop. 

The  following  brethren  were  appointed  as  Delegates  to  sister  Synods : 

To  the  Miami  Synod,  Ohio,  Rev.  W.  Waltman. 

To  the  Olive  Branch  Synod,  Indiana,  Rev.  A.  H.  Scherer. 

To  the  Wittenburg  Synod,  Ohio,  Rev.  C.  Caskey. 

To  the  Synod  of  Illinois,  Illinois,  Rev.  H.  Wells. 

To  the  Synod  of  Northern  Illinois,  Illinois,  Rev.  R.  F.  Delo. 

The  place  of  the  next  Synodical  Convention  was  determined  to  be  Cam- 
den, Carroll  county,  Indiana,  and  the  time  on  Thursday  before  the  fourth 
Sabbath  in  September,  A.  D.  1857,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  this  afternoon  immediately  after  preaching. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  D.  Smith. 


SIXTH    SESSION. 


Opened  with  preyer  by  Rev.  H.  Wells. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  session  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  appointed. 

RELIGIOUS    EXERCISES. 
The  following  was  the  order  of  religious  exercises  during  the  Synodical 
Convention : 
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On  Thursday  evening,  an  appropriate  discourse  by  the  President,  from 
1  Cor.  iii.  13,  latter  clause. 

On  Friday  evening,  a  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Biddle,  from  Jer.  viii.  22. 

On  Saturday,  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Preparatory  Sermon,  by  Rev.  W.  Walt- 
man,  from  Matt.  x.  32. 

On  Sunday,  10£  o'clock  A.  M.,  Communion  Sermon,  by  Rev.  D.  Smith, 
from  Heb.  x.  23,  first  clause,  after  which  the  Lord's  Supper  was  adminis- 
tered to  a  large  number  of  communicants. 

On  Sunday,  3  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  President,  after  reading  the  4th  chapter 
of  1  Tim.,. delivered  an  address  to  the  licentiates.  After  services,  licensure 
was  performed. 

On  Sunday  evening,  a  discourse  by  the  President,  from  Habakkuk  ii.  20. 
After  services,  subscriptions  were  circulated  in  the  congregation  for  Home 
Missions  and  Education.     See  Appendix  C. 


THE  MINISTERIUM. 

FIRST    SESSION. 

Friday,  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
Opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  R.  F.  Delo. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  NO.  8. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  the  papers  of  our  Licentiate,  Br.  J.  G.  Biddle. 
were  referred,  beg  leave  to  state  that — 

No.  1  is  a  recommendation  of  the  officers  of  the  Salem  congregation,  tes- 
tifying to  the  character,  fidelity  and  acceptance  of  Bro.  Biddle's  labors,  and 
pray  Synod  to  continue  him  in  their  midst  another  year. 

Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5  and  6  are  the  journal,  licence,  two  sketches,  and  a  sermon. 
His  journal  evinces  that  he  has  labored  faithfully  and  perseveiingly,  and 
the  sermon  and  sketches  show  originality  and  care,  such  as  commend  him 
to  the  continued  care  of  this  Synod. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  Bro.  Biddle's  licence  be  renewed  for 
another  year.  Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  SMITH, 
R.  F.  DELO, 
J.  WOLFF. 

On  motion,  this  report  was  received. 

Ministerium  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  Waltman. 
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SECOND    SESSION. 

Saturday,  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
Opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Wolff. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  session  were  read  and  approved. 
The  report  of  Committee  No.  8  was  now  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  NO.  9. 

Committee  No.  9  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  papers  referred  to  them 
are  a  licence,  journal  and  sermon  of  Bro.  C.  Caskey.  Although  the  jour- 
nal and  sermon  are  not  as  carefully  kept  and  prepared  as  they  might  be, 
yet  they  show  diligence  and  perseverance  in  the  work. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  Bro.  C.  pay  great  attention  to  homo- 
tetics  and  the  rules  of  sermonizing,  as  well  as  the  grammatical  and  logical 
arrangement  of  his  sermons.     Also,  that  his  licence  be  renewed. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  D.  SMITH, 

R.  F.  DELO, 
J.  WOLFF. 
On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  candidates  for  licensure,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  those  brethren  as  much  as  the  time 
would  permit.  The  committee  are  pleased  to  report  the  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  these  brethren,  B.  F.  Hills  and  J.  Miller,  give  of  personal  piety, 
interest  for  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  and  general  theological  attainments. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  cheerfully  recommend  them  as  suitable  per- 
sons for  licensure.     Also,  that  the  President  impress  upon  the  minds  of  these 
brethren  the  importance  of  their  special  attention  to  systematic  Theology, 
and  that  the  brethren  be  under  the  special  direction  of  the  President. 
Respectfully  submitted.  J.  WOLFF, 

D.  SMITH, 
R.  F.  DELO. 
On  motion,  this  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

Ministerium  adjourned  sine  die. 
Prayer  by  the  President. 

GEORGE  WALKER,  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

Pledges  of  Ministers  and  Lay  Delegates  for  Home  Missions  and  Education. 


1 

c 

Subscriber's 

o 

Names. 

CO 

c3 

H 

3 
n3 

W 

H 

Subscriber's 

Names. 


Kev.  D.  Smith $15  00    $5  00  Rev.  C.  Caskey $5  00    $3  00 


Rev.  H.  Wells 15  00    10  00  Mr.  J.  C.  Plank 1  00 


Rev.  J.  Wolff 

Rev.  G.Walker 

Rev.  W.  Waltman 

Rev.  R.  F.  Delo 

Rev.  J.  G.  Biddle...'. 
Rev.  A.  H.  Scherer . . . 


5  00; Mr.  H.  Snvder 1  00 

10  OOj     5  00  Mr.  J.  J.  Bruner '     1  00 

10  OO!     5  00  Mr.  D.  Martin 5  00 

15  00|     5  00  Mr.  B.  F.  Hills 5  00 

10  00|     3  00J  

1  OOl     1  OO!     Amount $99  00  $37  00 


APPENDIX  C. 

Pledges  taken  among  the  Members  of  the  Congregation  at  Albion,  and  others, 
for  Home  Missions  and  Education. 


Subscriber's 

Names. 


•ubscriber  s 
Names. 


J.  C.  Plank I  SI 

H.Snyder* j     1 

Jacob  Cordel I 

Levi  Thomas i 

Rev.  John  Miller j     1 

George  W.  Cooper*. . . !     1 

John  Lehman | 

J.  Baldwin* |     1 

Samuel  Welty ' 

Samuel  Kunkle [ 

George  Snyder* 1 

Nelson  Prentis* ;     1 

Henry  Plank,  Sen .*. . . . ;     2 

Henry  Heltzel* I     1 

Philip  Bowman 1 

Fred.  Popy 1 

Abraham  Hopler : 

Henry  Bowman 

William  Boner 

J.  B.  Kelsoe j     1 

Miss  Susan  Seidel* 

S.  S.  Boner !     1 


00 

00    $1 
50 
50 

00  1 
00 
25, 
00 
25 
25 
00 

00  5 
00  ... 
00  ... 
00  1 
00  ... 
25  ... 
25 
50 

00       1 
25 
00  ... 


D.S.Love $3  00    $2  00 


00  John  S.  Bordner  . . 
50  Isaac  Swarthout. . . 
50  S.  W.  Lemmon... 
00  F.  D.  Spencer*. . . . 

25  M.  C.  Boner 

25  E.  Sloan 

50  Mrs.  Han-is 

25  E.  Dc  Camp 

25  Catherine  Kumbal. 
25  Margaret  McMeans 
00  Samuel  Woodruff. 

..  J.  C.  Cook 

. .  George  Easterday. 

00  Mrs.  Bruner 

. .  J.  C.  Proudy 

, ..  Mrs.  R.  Lloyd.... 

25  Mrs.  Dice* 

50  James  M.  Demmy . 

00  N.  C.  Baldwin 

25  James  Pepple* 


50 

50 
50 
50 

25 

10 


2.') 


25 
25 
50 


50 
50 


25 


12 


50 
25 
25 
00 
00 


Amount $17  00  $12 


—      Amount $7  22    $6  75 

75      Am't  of  1st  column..     17  00    12  75 


Total $26  22  $19  50 

*  Paid. 


